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On-site dates:  None since last report
Date of Report:  September 5, 2008

Please indicate which responses were employed in this T/TA:
_X_
Technical Assistance

__
Training

_X_
Phone Consultation

__
Referral to another NRC

__
Referral to Other Organization

_X_
Review of Policy and Materials

_X_
Publications Provided

__
Secondary Research

__
Other

(Please explain the Service Responses in the report which follows)
Situation and Technical Assistance Request
In 1995, DPW implemented the Pennsylvania Risk Assessment Model.  The Risk Assessment Task Force, in consultation with the Child Welfare League of America reviewed the current risk assessment tool and made recommendations for revision to the existing model.  In addition, OCYF worked with Action for Child Protection during the previous federal fiscal year to develop a revised safety assessment protocol.  OCYF is requesting the continued assistance of Action for Child Protection to assist in statewide implementation of this revised safety assessment model.  Technical assistance is being requested to review and provide recommendations related to the proposed revisions of the risk assessment model.

Site Visit

All work since the last site visit has been done off site in collaboration with staff from DPW via extensive conference calls and emails. The focus has been on assisting with planning for statewide implementation of the safety assessment model, including refinement of the model.  In addition, considerable TA has focused on consulting on the development of the tool to assess child safety in kinship and foster care.  It is now complete and has been issued in a bulletin and manual for review by partners at the county level.  A model, Confirming Safe Environments, was provided and used as the starting point for the PA model,  
Next Steps
At his point there may be some follow up by phone or email through September.  Then unless a new request is made, this TA request will be considered complete.
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