January State Liaison Officer Update e-Newsletter
Welcome to the January 2009 SLO Update e-Newsletter. As 2009 begins, there will be lots of information to share about the changes that will occur as the result of the new Administration and some exciting new child welfare initiatives that have just begun.  In this month’s e-Newsletter:
· SLO Annual Meeting - Planning Committee Members-
The first SLO Planning Committee conference call for the 2009 SLO Annual Meeting was held in December, 2008. The SLO members of the planning committee are:
· Maryellen Bearzi/ New Mexico

· Darren Burdette/Utah
· Margaret Devault, a new SLO from Oklahoma

· Toby Lester/West Virginia

· Leslie McGee/Ohio

The meeting agenda, being considered by the committee, will include topics that were identified in the SLO survey as being important issues for SLOs in 2009.  The 2009 SLO Annual Meeting will be held in conjunction with the 17th National Conference on Child Abuse and Neglect in Atlanta, Georgia.  The SLO Meeting will be held on March 30 and 31st, 2009 and the 17th National Conference will continue through April 4, 2009.  For more information about the National Conference and to register on-line (registration for the SLO meeting will come later), click on: https://www.pal-tech.com/cbconference/.
· Minnesota 2nd Round CFSR Final Report-
The most recent state to be added to the Children’s Bureau CFSR Second Round Final Reports is Minnesota.  The final report can be viewed online at the following link:
http://basis.caliber.com/cwig/ws/cwmd/docs/cb_web/Record?w=NATIVE%28%27DT+ph+is+%27%27CFSR+Final+Report%27%27+and+STATE+%3D+%27%27Minnesota%27%27+and+RPERIOD+%3D+%27%272nd++Round+CFSR%27%27%27%29&m=1.
· Children’s Bureau Funded Project – National Quality Improvement Center on Non-Resident Fathers and the Child Welfare System-
Over the next few SLO e-Newsletters, we will provide you with information on various projects and initiatives funded by the Children’s Bureau.  This month we want to highlight the National Quality Improvement Centers on Non-Resident Fathers and the Child Welfare System (QIC-NRF).  The development of the QIC-NRF came as a result of the CFSR findings that there is little meaningful engagement between fathers and paternal relatives with the child welfare system. During Phase I of the project, the QIC-NRF developed a Father Friendly Check-up TM for Child Welfare agencies to use to determine whether your agency encourages father involvement. The assessment offers some good ideas for involving fathers from the initial contact with child protective services staff.
The link to the assessment is: http://www.fatherhoodqic.org/ffcuchildwelfareagencyorg_msco_100108final.doc.
Now in Phase II of the funding cycle, the QIC-NRF is working with four pilot sites to experiment with model interventions and to evaluate child outcomes. The pilot sites are located in the following four states: Indiana, Washington, Colorado and Texas. For more information on the pilot sites and other activities, the QIC-NRF produces a quarterly newsletter. The link to the newsletter is:
http://www.fatherhoodqic.org/qicnrf_oct_08_newsletter.pdf.
· Workforce Resources-
There are several new and very active efforts related to workforce issues. The National Child Welfare Workforce Institute (NCWWI) has been recently funded by the Children’s Bureau as a five year project to raise national awareness about child welfare workforce issues.  Also in December, the American Humane Association and the Consortium on Workload hosted a Workload Roundtable titled Time and Effort Perspectives on Workload.  Watch for more details about both of these efforts in upcoming SLO e-Newsletters.
· January Child Safety Article-

The Action for Child Protection January Child Safety Article, The Second Function Within a Safety Intervention System- the Family Functioning Assessment Which Includes the Safety Assessment- Part I of III. To check out the article, click on: http://www.actionchildprotection.org/PDF/Jan%20FFA%20as%20a%20Safety%20Intervention%20Part%201.pdf.
· Let Us Know What You Think-
Let us know about anything you would like to have included in our monthly e-Newsletter. If you have an interesting project going on in your state, please let us know and we will highlight it in the newsletter.  Contact Kathy Simms, the SLO Coordinator, at Kathy.Simms@actionchildprotection.org with suggestions, comments or ideas.[image: image1.png]
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